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SOAR365 Volunteer News & Updates

When you volunteer with SOAR365, you support our mission to
create life-fulfilling opportunities for people with disabilities!

Check out our opportunities below and resolve to make a
difference in the lives of the people we serve!

Become a Volunteer!

Did You Know?

Did you know that SOAR365 is
currently working toward
certification as a Service Enterprise?
Organizations that strategically engage
volunteers to address mission-critical
needs are known as Service Enterprises.
They are more efficient at mission
delivery, more effective at leveraging
community resources, and better at
engaging volunteers in ways that
truly matter! But don't take our word
for it. Check out the profiles below of volunteers who have spent their summers
supporting SOAR365 and connecting with the people we serve. Then RSVP for
an upcoming orientation to find out how YOU can help us become Best-in-
Class in volunteer engagement! To RSVP for an upcoming volunteer
orientation, send an email to alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org!

Volunteer Spotlight: Meet Diene Deneus!

Diene Deneus (pictured at left alongside Ben
Hart) is a VCU student majoring in creative
advertising. In order to gain a different perspective
on creativity and audience perception, Diene spent
the summer interning as an Art on Wheels class
assistant. Each week she spent a couple of
hours helping to facilitate art activities for a small
group of adults with disabilities at our Saunders
facility, and the experience was invaluable.
"Walking through the building doors of SOAR365
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you are guaranteed to connect with people. It
brightens my day to volunteer here. I get to
work with some amazing individuals and view their
stunning artwork. Interacting with the program
participants, I get to observe the many different
outlooks they have through their creativity. It puts
a smile on my face to be able see these individuals
express themselves. I am more perceptive,
patient, compassionate, and accepting
[because of] my experience volunteering at
SOAR365 and I would not change it for anything!"
Committed volunteers like Diene help the people
we serve SOAR! To find out more about
available volunteer opportunities, RSVP for an

upcoming orientation or send an email to alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org!

Help Us Celebrate Our New Building!

Ten volunteers are needed on Tuesday
October 22 to help SOAR365 celebrate
the grand opening of the M.H. ‘Bud’
Reinhart Multi-Purpose Center at Camp
Baker! The new Reinhart Center will
feature more than 3000-square feet of
fitness and recreation space and expand
overall capacity of SOAR365 Summer Camp at Camp Baker from 435 to 600
individuals. Volunteers are needed to assist with traffic and guest
management from 10:15 until 1:45. Each volunteer will receive a SOAR365 t-
shirt and a complimentary lunch in appreciation for their service. To find out
more or sign up for this opportunity, please send an email to alison.jones-
nassar@soar365.org!

Volunteer Spotlight: Meet Aimee Selleck & Faith Pinckney!

Aimee Selleck (pictured at left) is a working
professional whose job as volunteer coordinator
with the United Way of Greater Richmond and
Petersburg is to mobilize volunteers to meet the
needs of partner agencies. Faith Pinckney is a
junior in the Bonner Scholar program at the
University of Richmond, pursuing a degree in
music and computer science on a pre-med track.
What do these two highly talented individuals
have in common? Both have a passion for serving
people with disabilities and both had great
summer volunteer experiences at Camp Baker!

Aimee: "The Sundays that I spent assisting with
camper check-in at Camp Baker were wonderful and often the best part of my
week. I loved being a (hopefully) welcoming face and warm presence for
new and returning campers. On the last Sunday that I assisted, I was fortunate
enough to chat with a gentleman who had been coming yearly to Camp Baker
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since 1962, when he first came as a kindergartener! That was incredible to me, to
see both the joy [of his past experiences] and the joy that lay ahead with another
week of camp. Increasing that access to equitable, formative, and uplifting
experiences for individuals of differing abilities is phenomenal. Everyone
deserves to have those enriching adventures, so I thank SOAR365 for making it
possible."

Faith: "My experience at Camp Baker this past summer was outstanding.
Not only was I able to assist with Sunday Check-Ins, but I also had the
opportunity to be a Cabin Buddy. I loved being able to talk, dance, and sing with
campers, [and meet individuals who] have been attending Camp Baker for
decades. This loyalty alone proves how remarkable of an experience Camp Baker
is - not only to the campers, but family members and volunteers alike. Needless
to say, my experience both as a Cabin Buddy and a Check-In Volunteer
was worthwhile. I am left wishing that I had known of Camp Baker sooner in
my collegiate experience!"
Values-driven volunteers like Aimee and Faith help the people we serve SOAR!
To find out more about available volunteer opportunities, RSVP for an
upcoming orientation or send an email to alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org!

WANTED: Spooktacular Event Volunteers!

The 3rd Annual FallFest in the Park!
fundraiser will take place on Thursday
October 24 from 6-9 p.m. This family-
friendly Halloween-themed event will
feature a variety of local food trucks, craft
beer, wine, and a DJ. The event is hosted by
the Next Generations Advisory Council and
proceeds benefit children and adults
with disabilities being served through
SOAR365 programs. Volunteers are needed to help with volunteer check-in, set-
up, traffic management, entrance ticket sales, Trick-or-Treat candy distribution,
wine & beer service, water & snack sales, raffle ticket sales, and clean-up.
Volunteers must be at least 18. Wine/beer servers must be at least 21.
Volunteers are welcome to dress in appropriate family-friendly costumes. To
sign up for this opportunity via HandsOn RVA, please click here. To get
more information, please send an email to alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org!

Volunteer Spotlight: Meet Elaine Rizzuto!

Elaine Rizzuto is a junior at Liberty University
currently working toward her Bachelors in
Social Work. Her passion to serve people with
disabilities (her 8-year-old niece has an autism
spectrum disorder) and her desire to cultivate
valuable career-related skills motivated her to
apply as a summer volunteer with SOAR365. It has
been such a meaningful experience for her that she
recently celebrated her birthday by raising $235 to
benefit SOAR365! "What started as a volunteer
hours requirement has turned into weekly
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visits that I look forward to. SOAR365 has really
opened my eyes to a whole world of opportunity in
the social work field. Building relationships with the
individuals in the adult day program has been
beyond rewarding. After my first visit, I left
with bracelets made during arts and crafts and tons
of new friends. My parents always taught me to
treat people the way you want to be treated, with
love and respect. SOAR365 has exemplified
these same values and I knew right away this
was the place for me." Dedicated volunteers like
Elaine help the people we serve SOAR! To find out
more about available volunteer opportunities,
RSVP for an upcoming orientation or send an email

to alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org!

Thanks To All 2019 Summer Camp Volunteers!

It truly takes a village to deliver ten
successful weeks of summer camp and to
provide inclusive, enriching, and
unforgettable experiences each and every day
for for each and every camper. We are
deeply thankful to all the volunteers who
worked alongside seasonal camp counselors
and year-round camp staff to ensure the
success of this year's summer camp program
at Camp Baker:
Merrick Davidson - Cabin Assistant
Ben Hart - Art Assistant
Sherri McCaul - Lunch Service
Rebecca Moncayo - Cabin Assistant
Zoe Nettles - Admin Support & Cabin Assistant
Faith Pinckney - Sunday Check-In & Cabin Assistant
Mary Potter - Lunch Service
Gordon Russell - Cabin Assistant
Aimee Selleck - Sunday Check-In
Rachel Southworth - Nursing Assistant
Ashley Villa Lobos - Cabin Assistant
Ann Wright - Lunch Service

While summer camps may be over, the opportunities for volunteers to
engage with SOAR365 in ways that matter are not! To find out more about
year-round opportunities, RSVP for an upcoming orientation or send an email to
alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org.

Fall 2019 Student Internship Opportunities

SOAR365 is committed to providing a
quality learning experience and
supportive environment for the 5-10
student interns who are placed with us
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each semester. In 2018/2019 satisfaction
surveys, 96% of the interns who responded
completely agreed with the statement: "I
learned a lot through observation,
assignments, and hands-on activities"
and 100% of respondents rated the
experience as excellent (91%) or good
(9%).

SOAR365 has the following opportunities
available for students who are motivated to

work hard and acquire valuable professional skills in a stimulating human
services environment:

Event Planning Intern (fall 2019 & spring 2020)
Marketing/Communications Intern (fall 2019 & spring 2020)
Community Engagement Intern (fall 2019)
Case Management Intern (fall 2019)
Camp Administrative Support Intern (spring 2020)
Human Services Intern (fall 2019 & spring 2020)
Videography Intern (spring 2020)

To receive role descriptions for any of the above opportunities or submit an
application, please send an email to alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org!

Shout-Out To These Summer Service Groups!

SOAR365 is thankful to its many service
partners within the community for
supporting our mission with time, skills,
and resources. We extend a big shout-out
to these groups who have recently
engaged in service:
Capital One volunteers for supporting
summer camp activities and providing
one-on-one interactions with campers at
Camp Baker on 8/21;
Eagle Scout Hayden Davis & Troop 788 for replacing a perimeter fence and
building three new picnic tables for Camp Baker on 8/25 & 8/31;
South University OTA students for washing & cleaning six transport vehicles
inside and out for Staples Mill staff on 9/1.

Is your group searching for a fall service opportunity? SOAR365 has several
beautification opportunities available at multiple locations. To find out more
about these opportunities, please send an email to alison.jones-
nassar@soar365.org!

Coming Soon: 12 Bars of Charity!

SOAR365 is very excited to be one
of eight local charities selected to
participate in the 2nd Annual 12
Bars of Charity! The event, which
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will take place on Friday December
13 from 8pm - 12am, is a friendly
competition to see who can recruit
the largest team of supporters. Each
supporter receives a team colored
sweatshirt (SOAR365 is the Maroon
Team), free admission and
transportation to the participating

bars and drink specials. $15 of every admission goes to the team's charity and
the charity with the most team members receives a $1,000 bonus! This is a
great way to support SOAR365 while responsibly enjoying a social
evening with friends, family, coworkers and everyone else! Participating
bars will be announced October 5th but tickets are on sale now. Ticket prices will
increase as the event gets close so grab your spot now! Our goal is to have at
least 30 SOAR365 supporters signed up by September 30! To find out more
about this fun community event or purchase your ticket, please click here. And
don't forget to share with family and friends as well!

More Ways To Serve SOAR365!

It is truly an exciting time for volunteer
engagement at SOAR365! New service
opportunities are being identified every day in
order to fulfill our vision of becoming "Best in
Class" and volunteers will play a fundamental role
in that vision! All available opportunities strive to
fulfill our commitment to provide volunteer
experiences that are mission-centric, impactful,
meaningful, satisfying, and fun! Want to know
more? To request a newly expanded menu of
opportunities or RSVP for an orientation, send an
email to alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org!

How Can YOU Help Us SOAR? 

How do YOU fit into the big SOAR365
picture? Find out by RSVPing now to
attend a general orientation. This
session will provide interested volunteer
candidates with a general overview of

SOAR365’s mission, vision, values, and programs as well as information on
available volunteer opportunities, the volunteer application process, and next
steps. General orientation is mandatory for all individual volunteers so the
sooner you start, the sooner you’ll be ready to serve!

Volunteer Orientation Schedule:
Wednesday September 18 from 5:30-7:30
Saturday September 21 from 10-12
Wednesday October 16 from 5:30-7:30
Saturday October 19 from 10-12
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To RSVP for a session, just send an email to alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org!

Alison Jones-Nassar | Volunteer Engagement & Events Manager | SOAR365 
804-358-1874 x 1214 | alison.jones-nassar@soar365.org | https://www.soar365.org/

STAY CONNECTED
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