
Like us on Facebook:  
Facebook.com/RichmondARC

Is ARC in your will?  
Contact Kim Watson for more information: 

kim.watson@RichmondARC.org
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CALENDAR  
OF EVENTS
SAVE THE DATES!

ARC @Staples Mill is in Full Swing

For Lilli, 32, the opening of Greater Richmond ARC’s 

first Henrico County location, ARC @Staples Mill, 

has been a blessing.

Lilli was formerly a client of A Grace Place for 

ten years, which closed its doors in March at 

the same location. “The closing was not only 

a huge disappointment, but a major concern,” 

said her dad Mike. “Change is difficult for her. 

Fortunately for us (and certainly many others), 

Greater Richmond ARC stepped up. The 

transition has been seamless and she is once 

again benefiting from her daytime activities.”

Located at 8030 Staples Mill Road, ARC’s 

newest facility is near shopping centers, parks, libraries and other points of 

interest, and provides a wide range of activities for adults with disabilities ages 18 and 

up, including field trips to Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden and the Science Museum of 

Virginia, as well as community engagement through volunteering at Meals on Wheels.

There are social games, arts and crafts, karaoke, and physical fitness at ARC @Staples Mill, 

along with sewing and cooking classes, where participants recently prepared a tasty  

trail mix. 

For Lilli and her family, ARC @Staples Mill provides care in a safe and nurturing 

environment. “We are most grateful for the leadership of Richmond ARC and the kind 

services of its staff,’’ her dad said.

ARC @Staples Mill is currently accepting new clients. For more information, contact 

intake specialist Kris Smith at kris.smith@RichmondARC.org or call (804) 665-1283. 

Coming soon: ARC @Staples Mill will also be opening Adult Day Health that includes a 

Memory program to serve people with dementia and Alzheimer’s.   

Lilli enjoys the time she spends doing arts and crafts 
during ARC @Staples Mill’s Adult Day Program.

Clients in ARC @Staples Mill’s Adult Day Program  
enjoy a variety of enriching activities.

We need your email address! Please  
send us your current email address to 

info@RichmondARC.org

July Dance
Friday, July 20 
7:00p.m.-9:00p.m. 
Chamberlayne Heights United Methodist Church

August Dance 
Friday, August 17
7:00p.m.-9:00p.m.
Chamberlayne Heights United Methodist Church

Labor Day 
Monday, September 3
(ARC Offices Closed)

FallFest
Wednesday, October 24 
6:00p.m.-9:00p.m.
ARCpark

2019 Ladybug Winetasting  
and Silent Auction
Saturday, March 30, 2019



LEARN GET INVOLVED

2

Ladybug Fundraiser Benefits Children at ARC

Ericka and Eunice MorckJordan and Seth Vanhoozier (L to R)  Windy and Cary Chandler, Dana and Matt Davis, Joe and Sher Zarzycki

The Greater Richmond ARC’s annual Ladybug Fund 

Winetasting and Silent Auction on March 24, 2018, raised 

approximately $103,000 to benefit children who participate 

in ARC programs in the cost of adaptive equipment such 

as braces, walkers, eyeglasses, and hearing aids, as well as 

scholarships. 

Held at the Richmond Raceway Torque Club, more than 350 

guests dined on fare from Mosaic Catering, Sugar Shack 

Donuts and The Mixing Bowl, while listening to the John 

Conley Trio. Silent auction highlights included bidding on 

the chance to throw out the “first pitch” at a Flying Squirrels 

game along with complimentary tickets, a vacation stay in the 

Outer Banks, catered dinner parties, gift certificates to local 

restaurants, and fine art and jewelry. The Reinhart Foundation 

was the event’s headline sponsor.

“We are so thankful for the many contributions from local 

businesses, organizations and individuals that helped make 

this worthy annual event such a success,” said Alison Jones-

Nassar, ARC’s volunteer engagement and events manager, 

adding that she is already looking forward to next year.   

SummerFest is Sensational

Everything came together perfectly last month for SummerFest 2018. 

This event had great food from Firehouse Bar-B-Que and Bikini Panini, 

delicious craft beer plus a variety of wines, and live music from TriCity Revue. 

More than 500 guests of all ages came out to enjoy it. Netting over $2,000, 

SummerFest was a success because of our volunteers’ hard work, and the 

Next Generations Advisory Council.

The Next Generations Advisory Council (NGAC) is comprised of dedicated 

volunteers who seek to help usher in the next generation of philanthropists. 

Their mission, “to connect with the communities of Greater Richmond by raising awareness” and to “support disabilities 

through philanthropic initiatives,” was met that night as everyone enjoyed an evening of dialogue about ARC and the 

ARCpark festivities. Interested in joining NGAC? Contact spencer.munro@RichmondARC.org for more details. 

Greater Richmond ARC would like to also thank BDO (Binder Dijker Otte) for sponsoring the event. The fun will return on 

October 24, 2018, with FallFest so be sure to mark your calendar!   

Volunteers helped with checking ID’s  
and selling tickets at the front gate.
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Happening Now: ARC News

Natasha has been steadily promoted over the past three years and is now a consumer counselor in ARC’s Adult Day 

Program. Read about her and others’ success in Greater Richmond ARC’s 2017 Annual Report, available in print and 

online on our website  www.RichmondARC.org in the “About Us” financials section. 

Art on Wheels visits ARC weekly, and its focus on creative self-expression is seen 

throughout the organization. In fact, the 4th Annual ARC Art Show on June 30, 

2018, featured artwork including paintings, jewelry and sand art, created at ARC’s 

Saunders, Westwood, Staples Mill and Camp Baker locations.

ARC @Camp Baker was featured in a recent WCVE’s Virginia Currents segment 

focusing on how the camp provides traditional summer experiences like 

swimming, horseback riding, and paddle-boating to individuals of all abilities.  

We’re grateful to Virginia Currents for capturing the magic our campers experience. 

To see for yourself, visit www.ideastations.org/watch/virginia-currents.  

”For us, everyday things that 
people take for granted are 
difficult for Brion.”

Brion clearly enjoys his time at 
ARC, where he’s learning how 
to clearly pronounce words 
and hone  fine motor skills 
with hand-eye games. Seeing 
his speech therapist, Brion 
slid from his mother’s lap and 
made a beeline to her. “He’s 
like ‘the Mayor’ of everywhere 
we go. He’s so friendly with 
people,” Kelsey says. 

Asked what she’d tell parents 
whose children face obstacles, 
her answer was straightforward.

“If you don’t know what to do, find out who does. It may seem 
like you are the only one, but chances are you are not.”  

Seated in the ARC lobby, Kelsey and her eight-year-
old son Brion look remarkably relaxed, considering 

that this past year included two kidney operations 
(Brion’s own transplant and his dad’s donation to the 
organ network), as well as a setback in Brion’s behavior 
with tantrums and “talking 90 miles a minute.”

 “I’m not a medical person,” Kelsey said smiling, recalling 
how when Brion first came to them as a foster child 
years ago, he was in renal failure, needed dialysis and 
had a feeding tube. Along with special training for 
the family, there were countless visits to neurologists, 
cardiologists, you name it.

Things are now looking up. Brion’s adoption is final; 
he’s fully recovered from the operation and returned 
to school; and weekly visits to the ARC for speech and 
occupational therapy have worked wonders, too. 

“I see progress at ARC. The transplant was a bump in 
the road and now he is slowly working back up. He’s 
come a long way,” Kelsey said.

Bringing Out the Best in Brion

Brion enjoys his time at ARC and his mom Kelsey 
enjoys seeing the progress he’s making.

ARC encourages clients at many of its  
locations to participate in art projects.

“For us, everyday 
things that people 
take for granted are 

difficult for Brion,” 
according to his mom.



We LOVE our DONORS!

Across Greater Richmond ARC and throughout RVA, individuals, foundations, businesses and organizations 

are helping us achieve our mission. Men and women who lost a trusted day support provider are returning 

to ARC @Staples Mill Road as the result of rapid and generous community support.  (See cover story) 

We are thankful for the support of our Ladybug Fund Sponsors who 

are helping children enrolled in ARC’s Pediatric Therapy, Youth Day, 

and Respite Programs achieve more. (See story on page 2) 

The Reinhart Foundation 

DAYCON 

Rick Hendrick Chevrolet Buick 

Target 

Towne Insurance 

Gus and Eileen Remppies 

BB&T Banking & Insurance Services 

Susie and Bob Salsitz 

The Wilton Companies 

Mary Lloyd/Randy Parks 

SunTrust 

Dr. Joe Niamtu 

Joyce Hann and Robert Hunt 

Davenport 

VA Family Dentistry 

Custom Kitchens 

Dan and Blair Sharon 

iSandbox 

Jeff Moore 

Synergy Technical, LLC 

The Trust Company of VA 

Fahrenheit Group 

Marshall Butler 

Columbia Gas of Virginia 

Kathleen & Bob Redmond

BB&T

Bon Secours Health System

CarMax

Colliers International

The Community Foundation  

and the following funds:

 The AWL Fund

 Baby Duck Fund

 Judith Haskell Brewer Fund

 Make A Difference Fund

 Anonymous Funds (2)

Davenport & Company LLC

Genworth Foundation

Allen & Louanna Goolsby

Henrico County

Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP

Annabella R. Jenkins Foundation
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Janet and Bruce Kay

Markel Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. R. Wheatley McDowell

The Mary Morton Parsons Foundation

Nanchard Morganson Charitable Fund

The Pauley Family Foundation

Richmond Memorial Health 

Foundation

Robins Foundation

Wallace and Mary Gray Stettinius

SunTrust Bank

TowneBank Richmond

United Way of Greater Richmond  

and Petersburg
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Greater Richmond ARC was named a Neighborhood Builders® award recipient 

by the Bank of America and will use the award’s $200,000 grant to launch a 

new program to expand employment opportunities for people with disabilities.

The bank’s Neighborhood Builders program is the nation’s largest philanthropic 

investment in nonprofit leadership development. “Our Neighborhood Builders 

program demonstrates our commitment to deploy capital in communities and 

build partnerships that advance economic and social progress,” said Victor Branch, 

Bank of America market president for Richmond. “It is part of our approach to 

responsible growth. By supporting programs that advance economic mobility, 

Bank of America is helping the communities we serve thrive. We are pleased to 

partner with Greater Richmond ARC and support their new employment initiative 

that will assist individuals with disabilities and their families.” 

“Our agency supports diversity, inclusion, and providing jobs that pay well, 

enabling individuals and their families to grow their income today and have 

financial stability in their future,” added Greater Richmond ARC President & CEO 

John Walker.  “We are thrilled to have received a Neighborhood Builders award and 

look forward to a continued partnership with Bank of America. The grant will allow 

us to launch a new Supported Employment pilot program to provide training, job 

application assistance, job coaching, and on-going assistance for individuals with 

disabilities seeking work in the community.”

With this year’s award, Bank of America’s Neighborhood Builders program has 

invested more than $2.6 million in grants and leadership training in Richmond-

area institutions since 2008.   

ARC Named a Bank of America Neighborhood Builders® Recipient

(L to R)  Victor Branch, Bank of America market 
president for Richmond, congratulates John Walker, 
president and CEO of Greater Richmond ARC, on 
receiving a Neighborhood Builders award, which  

comes with a $200,000 grant.
Photo credit: Bank of America, November 2017.

The $200,000 grant 
will support a 

new employment 
program for 

individuals with 
disabilities. 

ARC management staff and members of the ARC Board of Directors accept Bank of America’s Neighborhood Builders award and $200,000  
grant on behalf of Greater Richmond ARC from Victor Branch, Bank of America market president for Richmond.

Photo credit: Greater Richmond ARC

We LOVE our DONORS!



■ The Greater Richmond ARC Employment Services team 

at the Defense Supply Center Richmond’s Visitor Center 

received a “RAPIDS High Flyer Award” for providing 

outstanding service and receiving high marks in customer 

satisfaction. This is the second year that ARC has received this 

award. Congrats all!

■ Efren, a valued member 

of  ARC’s Employment 

Services team, was selected 

as a 2018 capABLE RVA 

model by the nonprofit 

The Next Move. His photo 

and story, which details 

how he became part of the 

disability community after 

losing his hand, are part of 

an exhibit at the Virginia 

Museum of History & Culture until Sept. 13, 2018. “We were 

impressed by Efren’s example of perseverance,” said The Next 

Move’s Elizabeth Howley. “He has never given up, regardless 

of adversity throughout his life.” Efren plays an important 

part at ARC @Camp Baker’s maintenance by keeping things 

running smoothly. Congratulations, Efren! 
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The Envelope, Please

Congrats to Greater Richmond  ARC’s 2018 award winners:

Government and ARC employees accept the RAPIDS High Flyer Award. 
(L to R) Eugene Marchand, Contracting Officer’s Representative, David Gibson,  

DLA Site Director, Pamela Aultman, Kathleen Farmer, Patricia Atkins, David Hunnel, 
Linda Lacey, Michael Abraham, Rodney Shelton, Matt O’Connell

The ARCpark received an Honorable Mention in the Virginia Design Awards.

Efren was selected as a 2018 capABLE 
RVA model by The Next Move.

Emily Lehmann, Assistant 
Vice President of Day and 
Residential Services, was a 

finalist this year in the 2018 
Chamber RVA HYPE  

Icons Awards.

■ The ARCpark received an Honorable Mention in the 

Virginia by Design Awards from The Branch Museum of 

Architecture and Design; a competition that recognizes 

the best efforts of designers and visionaries throughout 

the state and the “transformative roles of design in shaping 

the built environment.”

■ Emily Lehmann, Assistant Vice 

President of Day and Residential 

Services, was a finalist this year in 

the 2018 Chamber RVA HYPE 

Icons Awards in the Innovator 

Nonprofit category. These awards 

recognize young professionals ages 

35 and younger who are innovators 

and have made an impact on their 

workplace.   



Custom Kitchens wanted to give back to the community 
to commemorate its 60th anniversary, and Greater 

Richmond ARC was thrilled with their offer to renovate 
Camp Baker’s kitchen cabinets and countertop, just in time 
for the busy summer season.

In April, Custom Kitchens donated 
most of the time, labor, and materials 
to complete this project, as well as the 
highly skilled services of its business 
partners ARC Granite & Marble and 
Absolute Stone. Thanks to them, the 
kitchen is now open for business. 

“Custom Kitchens has turned our kitchen into a work of art! 
I am absolutely amazed by their craftsmanship, attention to 
detail and, above all else, generosity. Hundreds of campers 
and staff will be lined up throughout the summer to enjoy 
this much needed upgrade,” said Matt Hulcher, Director of 
Respite and Camp Services.

Camp Baker also has twenty-three brand new picnic tables, 
thanks to the collaboration of Richmond Community 

Tool Bank, HandsOn Greater 
Richmond, and a generous 
anonymous corporate partner. 
The material cost alone for 
these tables and benches is 
equivalent to approximately 
$2,015, not including the labor 
of the 32 corporate volunteers 
who gave their entire morning 
to make this project happen. 

ARC @Staples Mill was 
also spruced up by ARC’s 
community partner SunTrust, 
whose employees on May 8 
beautified the facility’s outdoor patio, including painting 
garden boxes, cleaning chairs and tables, and scrubbing the 
outdoor fountain to ensure a pleasing place for both clients 
and staff to enjoy. 

For more information about volunteer opportunities and 
community partnerships, please contact alison.jones-
nassar@RichmondARC.org.   

Making (four-legged) Strides

This summer there are new and exciting activities at Greater Richmond ARC’s Camp Baker, thanks 
to some four-legged friends. Making Strides of Virginia has partnered with ARC to provide equine-

based therapeutic activities including adaptive riding, carriage driving and hippotherapy, which uses 
the natural movements of the horse to stimulate different muscle groups of its rider.

Clients can now enjoy mounted activities, in which they sit on the back of 
the horse, or carriage driving, where they are able to ride along in a horse-
drawn carriage. Making Strides also has a wheelchair-accessible carriage, 
ensuring that all can take part, regardless of ability.

“This is a huge upgrade for our riding program,” said Matt Hulcher, ARC’s 
Director of Respite and Camp Services. “Horseback and carriage riding is 
now available to all of Camp Baker’s programs. We couldn’t be happier with 
our partnership and being back in the saddle!” 

For more information about Making Strides of Virginia, visit  
www.MakingStridesofVirginia.org   

LEARN GET INVOLVED

Jacob takes part in a hippotherapy session with  
Making Strides of Virginia.

Photo credit: Making Strides of Virginia

Community Partnerships Support ARC’s Success

Through a community partnership, 
Greater Richmond ARC’s Camp Baker 

was provided with twenty-three  
new picnic tables.

Custom Kitchens generously 
updated the Camp Baker kitchen 

for the summer season.
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Meet Nafeesah

Seated in a semicircle of high schoolers, all of whom look casual 

and relaxed, is Nafeesah, 15, who has been part of Greater 

Richmond ARC’s Youth Program for about a year. Clearly, she 

enjoys it. 

“She loves ARC,” says her mom Rose, adding her daughter doesn’t 

want to miss a day. 

Coming to ARC has boosted her teen’s self-esteem and 

independence. Rose said she used to have to help Nafeesah 

(whose family nickname is “FeeFee”) with tasks like dressing, but 

now her daughter can prepare and iron her own clothing, as 

well as help with the dishes and other household tasks. She loves 

cooking, a skill nurtured in ARC’s own kitchen.

Overall, Rose said the year’s biggest change has been in Nafeesah’s 

self-esteem. For a girl who once hung her head, “FeeFee” is now 

thinking about her future, and holding her head high.   
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Nafeesah enjoys some time outdoors at The ARCpark.

Coming to ARC has boosted Nafeesah’s 
self-esteem and independence.


